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t his past summer, all sporting eyes (and more) were focused on Beijing, China for the XXIX Olympiad, 
a spectacle of immense proportions and noteworthy for its amazing feats of engineering and human 
accomplishment. But perhaps the most critical aspect of any Olympic competition is in the details, 
the efforts and trials of individual competitors who are literally at the “top of their game,” competing 
against high odds not only to simply get to the Olympics, but attempting to succeed against the best 
in the world. We can learn a lot from how these athletes focus on improving their skills, stamina, and 
strength until they achieve their goals.

Here in California, in our small, close-knit Far West Nordic com-
munity, we have our own group of Olympians that we sometimes 
take for granted. They may not be household names to the masses 
watching NBC during the Olympic fortnight, but to some of us 
who strive to improve our racing statistics in individual age divi-
sions, they can be inspirations and genuine sources of knowledge. 
From relatively recent Olympians such as Marcus Nash, to veterans 
of Olympic games almost 30 years ago such as Glenn Jobe, all of 
these individuals are still inspiring us by their competiveness and 
athleticism. Far West’s NORDIC NEWS attempted to catch up with 
them and glean some insights into their Olympic experiences.

GlENN JobE
The recent history of 

Far West Nordic Olym-
pians has to begin with 
Glenn Jobe, an Olympic 
Biathlete in the 1980 
Games in Lake Placid. 
Through his ski area pio-
neering (starting both 
Kirkwood and Tahoe 
Donner’s Nordic centers), 
coaching, and as an ex-
ample of incredible ath-
letic ability into his 50’s, 
Glenn is a true inspira-
tion for athletes of every 
age. 

Jobe, a resident of 
Sierraville, began Nor-
dic skiing in 1972 at the 
University of Nevada, 

Reno. Growing up in Alturas, California, he was more involved 
with Alpine skiing and basketball than with cross country skiing, 
and certainly never dreamed of competing in the Olympics. It 
wasn’t until Wendell Robie, the founder/past president of Auburn 
Ski Club, gave him $500 for expenses to go to the 1976 Olympic 
Trials that he gained the confidence to compete at the highest 
level.

Jobe finished in the middle of the pack in his one race in Lake 
Placid, the 20km. Biathlon, what he terms as a “disappointment.” 
The year before, he had placed 14th at the pre-Olympic World 
Cup, and achieved the 2nd fastest time in his relay leg, and so had 
higher aspirations than his eventual 38th place finish. But with-
out quality, knowledgeable coaching, he seriously overtrained in 
1979-1980, and had a difficult time qualifying for the U.S. team.

It was because of the lack of coaching, and the mistakes he 
made in his own training, that caused Jobe to get involved with 
coaching. One of the biggest satisfactions from his competitive 
skiing is having been a part of growing the Far West Junior Nordic 
programs and helping to coach the young athletes.

What does Jobe have to offer as advice for future Olympians? 
“Hard work will get you through. Don’t give up. Believe in yourself 
when others doubt you. Have self confidence: I remember how a 
kid with a remote rural ranch background could be an equal to 
kids from bigger towns or cities who grew up with more “advan-
tages.” Cherish the support from family and friends, good times 
and bad.”

NaNcy FIDDlEr
Another individual whose name is synonymous with great Far 

West Nordic skiing and coaching is Nancy Fiddler of Crowley Lake, 
near Mammoth. One of the most successful cross country ski racers 
in the history of the United States, Nancy’s route to Nordic great-



ness was definitely not 
a “direct line.” Growing 
up in New England, Fid-
dler didn’t really try XC 
skiing until she was at 
Maine’s Bates College. 
Claiming she was the 
worst on her team, and 
black and blue from 
falling all over the New 
England ice, it wasn’t 
long until she won 
her first race and was 
“hooked.” 

After college, she 
tried for – but didn’t 
make – the 1980 Olym-
pic team. Discouraged, 
she moved to Bear Val-

ley and quit racing for six years. At age 30, she got the ski racing 
bug again and went on to achieve remarkable success at the USSA 
National Championships at Royal Gorge in 1986. Soon after, she 
realized she could possibly make the Olympic team in 1988, in 
Calgary, Canada.

Only recently having begun training consistently and system-
atically, she was discouraged by her results at Canmore, but de-
termined to do better. Also, watching “doped-up Europeans” blow 
by her on the courses didn’t help. By the time she got to the 1992 
Games in Albertville, Fiddler had achieved significant success on 
the World Cup and Championship circuit, with many top-20 fin-
ishes. Even though she had missed an important developmental 
phase in her training, and was now 35 years old, Fiddler still pro-
duced the best results of any American woman at those Games.

After retiring as one of the most successful women in U.S. cross 
country history, Fiddler fell easily into coaching and instructing, 
setting the bar high not only for herself, but for others as well, 
hoping to inspire and bring out the greatness in every person on 
snow.

Fiddler has two Olympic memories. Standing in the middle of 
the Olympic Stadium in Canmore, she was lined up with the best 
skiers in the world, sliding her skis back and forth to keep the klis-
ter from sticking. “You are SO ready to go, and when you do, you 
take two strides, your klister grabs, and you fall down in front of 
the whole world.  Pretty funny, huh?  It happened to me, and I 
will not forget it.”

A happier memory for her was in the first leg of the 4 x 5 km. 
relay, and had one of the best races of her life, picking off ski-
ers ahead until she passed Marje-Lise Kirvesniemi from Finland, 
probably the top female skier of her time. She eventually came in 
4th, only 7 seconds from 3rd place, and the feeling still lasts to 
this day.

“There is no easy path to doing anything at all well, and I 
learned that you have to keep persisting to get anywhere. There 
are always going to be barriers, traps, bad days, bad people, bad 

snow, bad skis, injuries, car trouble, financial woes, illness and 
numerous other evils to keep you from achieving your goals. If 
you just keep trying, you can do anything reasonably well, and 
that is what I did.”

bETH (HEIDEN) rEID
A l t h o u g h 

Jobe and Fid-
dler’s rac-
ing days are 
mostly behind 
them (except 
for an occa-
sional World 
Masters medal 
for Jobe, or in 
Fiddler’s case 
an age group 
c h a m p i o n -
ship in a 10 
km. running 
competition), 
there is a for-
mer Olympian 
who is still 
dominat ing 
her field on 
the local (and 
National) race 
circuit, win-
ning four gold 
medals at last year’s World Masters Competition in McCall, Idaho. 
Of course, Reid’s Olympics weren’t even in Nordic ski competition, 
as she went to both the 1976 (Innsbruck, Austria) and 1980 (Lake 
Placid) Games as won of the world’s top speed skaters.

Starting speed skating at the age of seven in Madison, Wiscon-
sin, she and her older brother (you may have heard of a skater 
named Eric Heiden) quickly rose to stardom in the sport. Reid 
qualified for her first Olympics when she was only 16 years old. 
In Innsbruck, she skied to an 11th place finish in the 3000 meter 
competition, but knew she had the potential to place even higher. 
At the 1979 World Championships, she shocked the world by win-
ning all four events, and was a favorite going to Lake Placid. But 
an ankle injury kept her from achieving overall success, finishing 
between 3rd and 7th, and was glad the Olympics were over and 
she could get back to life as usual.

Of course, life as usual for Reid meant looking for other sports 
to dominate. She took up bike racing as a form of cross training, 
and won both the U.S. Road Race Championships and (in 1980) 
the World Road Race Championships. After the Olympics, while a 
student at the University of Vermont (UVM), she was the NCAA 
Women’s National Champion in cross-country skiing. She was in-
ducted into both the Bicycling Hall of Fame and the Speed Skat-
ing Hall of Fame. Can we say “high achiever?”



Now, Far West skiers can enjoy seeing Reid in action, dominating 
at a multitude of local races and certainly not showing any signs of 
slowing down.

JUDy rabINoWITz
While Jobe, Reid and Fiddler are well-known in the Far West 

Nordic community for their Olympic and coaching history, there 
is another local 
racer who isn’t 
as easily-rec-
ognized, even 
though she 
went to two 
Olympics and 
raced in World 
Championships 
for the United 
States, and 
even now is 
one of the top 
women racers 
on the local 
circuit.

She was pri-
marily a swim-
mer in high 
school in Fair-
banks, Alaska; 
Judy Rabinow-
itz didn’t begin 
cross country 

ski racing until her junior year, and soon after had success com-
peting in the Junior Olympics. She took a break from skiing when 
she went to Harvard, she soon realized she missed the compe-
tition, and taking a leave from college, made the 1980 U.S. Ski 
Team. Her first Olympic experience was in 1980 in Lake Placid as 
an alternate, where she watched and learned from other athletes, 
including Eric Heiden. In 1982, she made the World Cup traveling 
team, and really learned how to ski race on the European circuit.

With excellent results on the World Cup circuit in 1983, includ-
ing lots of top 20’s, Rabinowitz was the top North American at 
the 1984 Olympics in Sarajevo. Having won U.S. Nationals, and 
later taking a 7th at a World Cup event, she had set her goals a bit 
higher, and was a bit disappointed with her result. She soon went 
on to retire from skiing, complete her education at Harvard Law 
School, and went to work for the U.S. Justice Department. She 
now lives in Larkspur (Marin), and is considered a top competitor 
in local Far West races, especially in classic events.

Rabinowitz’s most profound memories of her Olympic experi-
ence is remembering how different the world was back in the 
‘70’s and ‘80’s, witnessing first-hand the deprivations and political 
repressions in countries that no longer even exist (East Germa-
ny, USSR, Czechoslovakia, etc.) She believes that her path to the 
Olympics was all about dedication, patience, hard work, and self-
knowledge, all of which was transferable to life skills and lessons.

krISTIN 
kroNE

Even though 
she’s a stalwart 
on the local 
race scene (and 
a beloved figure 
as the owner 
of Truckee’s 
Wild Cherries 
Coffee Shop), 
Kristin Krone’s 
name more as-
sociated with 
Alpine Olym-
pic racing than 
with Nordic 
skiing. A two-
time Olympian, 
Krone has been 
able to apply 
her determination and competitiveness to Far West Nordic racing 
in recent years. 

She began skiing at the ripe old age of three, and knew by 
ten that her dream was to ski in the Olympics. In 1988 at Cal-
gary, her first year on the National team, she managed a 17th in 
the Super G and 15th in the Combined. It was at Albertville in 
1992, however, that she was considered a “contender.” Her second 
Olympic experience didn’t last quite as long as she would have 
liked, however. In 2nd place at midway in the Downhill portion of 
the Combined event, Krone went a little too much “all-out,” and 
achieved what she called an “agony of defeat” type of crash land-
ing, ending her competition with broken bones instead of medals. 
But, she says, “I achieved my goal of going all out. It was better to 
crash having raced my potential than to have been so nervous 
that I skied  poorly and placed way down the list. This would have 
been a huge loss.

Krone claims to be very “goal oriented, giving 110% to achieve 
that goal.” She uses her experience in ski racing and applies it to-
ward family and business to achieve successful results. She claims 
that some call it “neurotic,” but she tries the best she can at what-
ever she’s doing. In recalling her Olympic experience, she believes 
that “It is important to appreciate the enormity of the event and 
all that you have achieved, but on race day it is just another 
race and your career and experiences and all that you have ac-
complished comes from everything leading up to that point. The 
actual event of the Olympics is just the icing.”

caNDacE cablE
One of the most amazing Olympic athletes we have here in 

California has seen national and international success in a host 
of disciplines, from track and field and marathons, to Alpine and 
Nordic ski racing. Candace Cable’s accomplishments could take up 
an entire feature-length article, and yet she is relatively unknown 
to many of the Far West Nordic local racers.



The list of her 
major athletic ac-
complishments is 
ridiculously long. A 
55-time National 
Champion in U.S. 
Track and Field; 
6-time winner of 
the Boston Mara-
thon, Gold Med-
alist in the Para-
lympic Games in 
1980, 1984, 1988, 
1992, and 1996. A 
32-time National 
Champion in Cross 
Country Skiing, 
and a medalist in 3 
World Champion-
ships and 5 Para-
lympic Games. Plus 
individual achieve-
ments such as 

hand-cycling across the U.S., kayak circumnavigating Tahoe, and 
more.

Cable didn’t grow up wanting to be an Olympic athlete, and 
certainly not a Paralympic champion. Not really a competitor in 
her youth, it wasn’t until after her car accident in 1975, resulting 
in a spinal cord injury, that she began to be involved with wheel-
chair racing in the late 1970’s and through the ‘80’s. She found 
that sport was the perfect vehicle for her, “To reclaim my self. To 
redefine myself. To feel good again.”

Cable now uses the same strategies of her athletic career and 
transfers them over to her endeavors as a business person, wheth-
er as a motivational speaker, spokesperson, or as the Executive 
Director of “Turning Point Tahoe,” a non-profit that creates rec-
reational and environmental ecucation opportunities for persons 
with disabilities. She uses many of the same athletic skills such 
as decision-making, goal-setting, open-mindedness, planning, 
teamwork, and determination to achieve her current life goals. 
Her favorite memory from all the Olympic games she has attended 
is in the Opening Ceremonies, where she says, “It’s that moment 
where all competitors have the possibility to win a medal. The 
energy in the stadium is so strong with anticipation.”

marcUS NaSH
Two other Olympic athletes are the most recent ones. Marcus 

Nash, a 9-time National champion in cross country skiing, went 
to two Olympics: in 1994 at Lillehammer, Norway and 1998 in Na-
gano, Japan. Now a pilot for Cathay Pacific Airlines, he also runs 
an internet-based training/coaching program, All Mountain Train-
ing. Originally from Maine, Nash traveled all over the world in his 
days as a professional cross country skier, and when he retired, he 
chose Truckee out of all the places to live and ski, often saying 
that the best cross country skiing is right here in California. Watch 

for him this year as he 
threatens to return to 
racing on the local Far 
West Nordic circuit.

For Nash, being an 
Olympian meant be-
ing a part of something 
much greater than a 
sporting event. “The 
Olympic Games tran-
scend politics and most 
of the turmoil in the 
World. Sharing this ex-
perience with my close 
friends and teammates 
is something I will al-
ways cherish.”

kaTErINa 
(HaNUSova) 
NaSH

Born in the 
Czech Republic, 
Katerina Nash, has 
been to 3 Olympic 
games, two as a 
cross country skier 
for the Czech Re-
public in 1998 and 
2002, and one as a 
mountain biker in 
2004 in Atlanta. 
Now married to 
Marcus Nash, she 
is still racing on 
the World Cup cir-
cuit, and narrowly 
missed going to 
her 4th Olympics in 
Beijing this year.

She is still cur-
rently one of the 
top athletes in the 
world in moun-
tain biking, rac-
ing for the Luna 
Chix team. Nash is 
training once more 

for a stint on the World Cup Mountain Bike Circuit in 2009, but 
plans to jump in some local Nordic races this winter to supple-
ment her training. If so, watch out! Both Marcus and Katerina live 
in Truckee and can be found occasionally teaching Nordic clinics 
in the area.
Mark Nadell is the former Far West Nordic Administrator, and helps coach the 
Alder Creek Middle School and Far West Nordic Junior teams. He also takes a lot 
of photos, as any of the Junior Nordic skiers can tell you.


